Floods used to happen routinely 


Before dike was built, Columbia 
River regularly jumped its banks 
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“Sure. Have you got any money?” the boater asked the man, who was 
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More than one local truck owner capitalized on the flood. Some pulled 
their trucks up to threatened homes and offered help for a price, Other truck 
owners offered services for free. 

The 1948 reports describe a woman sweeping her back porch minutes 
before she was forced to leave. An elderly man reportedly clung to his little 
home unul he was taken off in a boat. 

The "48 flood is likely remembered by many still alive to recount the 
disaster, but few, if any, are around to deuail the big one of 1894, A. O. 
Hathaway, of Washougal, recalled the "94 flood in 1948. 

Hathaway, a former Washougal resident, has since passed away. He lived 
lua Vangouver at the time of the "94 flood. 

“We climbed in and out of our upstairs windows into a boat when we 
wanted to go any place,” Hathaway told the Post-Record. “But we stuck it 
out” 

Jack Hanny also gave an account of the 1894 flood a few days after the 
"48 event. 

“Why this little puddle isn’t anything. In "94, a steamer could sail right up 
to Cowan's cigar store and a man could get a drink and a smoke before he 
even stepped ashore,” Hanny told the Post-Record in 1948. 

Although Hanny’s story sounds a little tall — and was said to be at the 
time — it seems the 1894 flood was the grand-daddy of all local floods 
since the area was settled. 

From 18% to 1948 to 1996, several things happened that reduced the risk 
of flood to Camas and Washougal residents. 

In 1938, the turbines began turning at the Bonneville Dam. The dam 
provided an additional barrier to the forces of nature. 

Although the dam provided a certain measure of human control over the 
mighty Columbia, it wasn't enough to stop the flood waters in 1948. 
Perhaps because of increased population in the Camas-Washougal area, the 
flood had more of an impact on the community, despite being reportedly 
smaller than the 1894 flood. 

Almost 500 people were displaced by the flood of 1948. Red Cross 
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volunteers joined family and friends to house those displaced. Widespread 

health aid eer forced local residents to boil water and scrub their homes Hutchinson celery 
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subside quickly. 

Although die 1948 flood created havoc, it wasn’t until 1965 that Weakley 
and others completed their goal of constructing the 5.5 mile dike to hold the 
- ne soe ition in 1958 to serve as manager of 

Weakley accepted a temporary position in en 
the Port of Camas-Washougal. After accepting the position, Weakly 
immediately began efforts to get the dike approved, funded and built. 

Port commissioners agreed to pursue the plan in 1958, and set out to 
lobby Congress and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to build the dike, 

It wasn't unué £965, and after a smaller flood in 1964, that the dike was 
completed at a cost of $1.8 million. ; 

‘Al but one landowner along the dike construction path allowed access to 
the project. The Port had to purchase the Jand from the single landowner 
who wouldn't budge to help the community. ‘ 

The eventual construction of the dike not only provided safety for the 
community, it also opened up land along the river for Port industrial ‘is 
development Without the threat of flooding, that area, now known he 
Port of Camas-Washougal Industrial Park, was able to grow and prov! 
jobs to the community. Weakly's dream of creating a wildlife refuge also 
became possible with the construction of the dike. 


